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kg Schifm, and of Occafional Conformity 
Diffenters to Anfwer him. 


* _ . : " - 


Account the Country-man gives of his Converfion, 4s to the Notion of the Church, 


for Places. With his Bold Challenge to all the 


», His Defcription of the Effetts the Obfervators, @c. have among the Common Peo. 


He. , 
3. The Rehearfal’s Application, With the Atteftation of two Kings, and a Parliament 0 
Fuftifie the Neceflity of bis Undertaking. 





aie From Saturdap July the 21th, to Saturdap July the 28th. 1705, 





_—_ 


(1) Rebearfal.grN our laft Converfation, Ho- 
I neft Coxntry. man, thou gav'ft 


me a full Account of thy 
Converfion as to the State Point. But thou faid’ft 
nothing as to the Charch. Have I made no /m- 
preffion upon thee as to Thar? Vibes 
Country-man. It was only want of Time that 
| {aid nothing as to That, There is as much done 
on that fide, as on the Ocher. In thy Rehearf. 
N. 20. Thou haft brought the Matter of the 
Church, of Schifm, aud of Occafional Conformity, fo 
Home to our own Doors, in fuch Eafie and Fami- 
liar a manner, as the Dulleft of Us cannct bat See 
it, nay we Feel it. We have oiten Bateei’d it 
among our felves, in our own Blunt way. And 
there isnot one of Us, that is an Husband, a 
Father, or a Mafter, but are all omthy fide. 
They fay, that none of them can ‘ff 
their Beds one Night, or have any 
or Gevernment in their own Famil 
of the No-Cons be allow’d, efpecia 
Occafional Conjormifts, for Places. Unilefs we fap- 
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againft. And fhews, that it is not Con/cience 
but fome ;Jntrigue and Defign ts at the Bot: 
tom. 

Rehearf. 1 give thee leave to make this Chal. 
lenge to them 4d. And I will ftand by thee ia 
it. Let them Anfwer that fingle Rebearfal. This 
may be thought Se/f-Conceit. But } do it on Pur- 
poie, asl do with the Whigs, on the Point of 
Government, to Prevoke them to An/wer, which I 
Know they Cannot. And then to Expofe thent 
for their Silence. And to gain over more of my 
Country-men, asI have dome Thee. And I tell 
them, That is my Defigx. And that I have 
Gain’d Severals already. And will do more. Till 
the Differs that remain become the Contempt 
and Abhorrence of the Nation unlefs they Repent, 
and joyn with Us to Bury their Horrid Princi- 


afe in | ples in Eternal Oblivion. And then—— And 


not till Then—— We fhall have Peace and 
Union. , 

If they will not Anfwer, we will Write over 
them; And gain the JVeriox from them, as we 


pofe That Chrift our Lord had tefs Regard to | did before. They havenot forgotit. And we 


his Church, Purchas’d with his own Blood, out 
of all the Nations of the Earth, as a Peculiar Peo 


tell them, that we will do it again. And that 


this is the Defign of this Paper, as it is. We 


pleto Himfelf, and Members of His own Bedy, | are now About it. If this be not Provecarion 
of his Flefh and of his Bones; And Heirs of God, | Sufficient, let all the World fee them Self Con 
through Aim, their Elder Brother ; And againft | demn7d, Beat down, and Humbl’d! They Bellow 
whom He has Promis'd, That the Gates of Hell| and Roar, Like a Spirit DIS-POSSESS’D. But 
hall not Prevail; | fay, unlefs we think, That | have not a Word to fay. The Cafe is Plain. 


our Lord Chrift has lefs Regard for this Church, 


And there is not a Country Farmer in. England, 


for its Support, Peace, and Unity, than he has for | but can fee through it. Weare Above them. 
the meaneft Farser’s Family; we muft acknow- | And will keep Abovethem, Let them do what 
ledge the Simile you have given there, to Run | they can. For they cando nothing. There is 
on all Four, and to be Exaétly Paradel. For the | neither Senfe nor Reafon on their fide.. We know 
Church is cal?d a Famsily, of which Chrift is the | all that they can fay. They have faid it a Thou- 
Head. fand times, in Quetn Elizaberh’s time, and ever 

I have ask’d our Non-Con-Tcachers, what they | fiace. And all that they have faid put together 
had to fay to it? They could give no Anfwer, | cannot An/fiver that fingle Half-Sheet of a Rebear- 
that my Child of Tex Years old cou’d not make | fa/, or fhew, that their Ca/e differsin one Tittle 


‘2 Fool of. Thas woud not Juitify my Wife, | from the Cafe there put. They have hadAdayy and 


my Child, my Servent, to Run away from me. | Learned Anfwers to all their Pretences. To which 
Nay more, to Affault me. to turn me out: of | they never did or cou’d Reply any thing; but, 
my own Doors, and to Cut my Throat, if they | as lfaid before, like the Cuckoo, by Repeating 
wu’d Do noBetter. And if they Cry’d Confcience! | their old Objeétions over and over again, with- 


All was: well. 


out taking any Worice of the Solid and Subftantial 


_ This Rais’d an Abhorrence in me. I have gone | Anfwers which they had already Receiv’d. Of 
Rouad them all, and can find no other 4n/fwer, | this I fpoke before, N. 16, ec. And finding 
And I defire thee to put it in Print, to fee if | nothing wou’d do with them. I made a Brief 
all of them put together can give any Anfter | State of their Cafe, N. 20. Familiar, as thou 


to it, or to fhew wherein the Cafes are notex- 
actly Parallel, 





fay’ft, Country-man, to tay Underftanding. And 
this Sticks in their Throat to this Day. Which 


O Dear! I love to have things made thus | is the thing. 1 now am Provoking them to Axe 
Plain to Us. Here’s no /ntricacy of Learning, | fwer, But have little Hopes! For they know 


nor long Qastations out of Books we don’t Un- 


it is a true State of their Cafe. And their very 


derfland, Bug a Perfect Pitture made of it, that | Cafe. And being put in the Perfon of Another, 
hothing but Downright Obpinacy can hold out | wherein very Body is Concern'd, it appears 
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"Ridiculous and barre 8 very Body. Ant 

Every Body is Capable of Fudging it. Therefo 
I chink nt Leave then. And that we 
fhall Hear no more from'them. They are €x 
at the Root, and molt Wither, withall Men 
of Common Senfe, or Honefty. Nay with Them- 
' felves. For there is not a Diffenter in En land, 
wou'd Endure Him/elf, that is, another in his 
own Shape, and wich his Prerences, to ftay an 
Hour under his Roof. For which | Appeal to e- 
very Diffenter, and to every fingle Afgan in En- 
glagd, or in the World , according to the Srate 
of the Giz, N. 20. and likewife, whether the 
Caje be not Truely put? So that I think this 
Caufecaanot be Pufb’d further. 


(2.) Country-m. Thon haft made things fo 
PLAIN, Mafter, That he that Runs may Read. 
Which if thou had'ft not done, it bad been of 
little U/e to us poor Country- Folks, who Read no 
Books, and Learn only by Converfation. Which 
being moftly among our felves, we feldom 
Grow Wifer. For how fhou’d we ? All the /7- 
formation we had, was from the Ob/ervators, and 
the Like. We metevery Night that the News 
came in, at a Coffee-Houfe, an Ale-Houje, or fome- 
times a Barn, And fome one among us that 
Cou’d Read, took out Mr. Obfervator, and Read 
it aloud to Us all, who Hearken’d to it more 
Attentivly than to aSermon. Then the Difconrfe 
began, and every one pafs'd his Verdift—— 
All on the Obfervator’s fide, for we knew no 
otherwife. The fame Courfe was taken in Lon- 
don. | have feen there an old Cobbler, fitting in 
his Stall in the Street, lay by his Auls, put on 
his Speftacles, and Gravely Reading the Ob/er- 
vator Aloud, to a liftning Ring of Afobb. And 
when any thing Smutty or Prophane came out, 
they fet up a Laugh you might have heard to 
the End of the Street. But when the Government 
and Adminiftration came to be Expos’d, they 
look’d Wife and fhook their Heads, and wou'd 
fay, Come, Come, This will not De— All is Wrong, 
and fo forth, which I Dare not Repeat. 

Bat their AZrth and Indignation were joyn’d, 
when the Obfervator fell upon the Church and 
the Clergy. When Squintifego came out, or Reve- 
rend Father in Satan, they wou'd Cry, That a- 
gain | And it woud be Echo'd through the 
Crowd. When they Hear’d ont of the Obfer- 
vator, That whenever a Clergy-Man went into 
any #loxfe, it was either to Pick the Man’s Pocket, 
or tO Cuckold him ; they wou’d Clixch their 
Fifts, and fay, my Oaken Tomel fhall be upon any 
Black-Coat that comes near my Houfe. When the 
Obfervator Argues, That the Clergy are al} Beg- 
gars, they live meerly upon the Alms of the Peo- ' 
ple, and ought to have no Votes for Parliament- 
Men, they Cry’d, Mafs! Neighbours, he isin 
the Right. And we keep our Alm:-Folks too 
Fine ? ’Tis time they were Reduc’d, 

But when Getting Ready their 44 ARSTON- 
MOOR and EDGE-HILU Swords and Guns was 
Read— They put on a Different Air. They 
Clapt their Wings. and Cry’d Hal Aty Boys— 

I will not take upon me to fay what Confe- 
quengethere may Be in all this, to the Church or 
the State. Yo be thus made Vile in the Eyes 
of the Meaneft of the People. But furcly, they 
who can Lead them into fuch Open Contempt of 
their Governours, both in Church and State : can 
Lead them into the Field too, They have 
done it before, When Reverence to Government 
1s loft, Obedience. fies very loofe. Is it nothing 
to liave the Afobb of a Nation ENFLAM'D, 
CORRUPTED, and DEBAWUCH’D in their Prin- 
ciples and Afftétion to both Church and State ; 
That that which fhould be their Reverence, is 
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*<(3-) Rebear{: Ic is that by which Ab/aloy, 
the Hearts of the People, There. it none yg 
Fuftice—Wodld I were made a Fudge— Jutetty. 
fame Doings were before the Rebellion of Foran. 
As filly Pamphlets and .Papers.as any now came 
out, The Cobler of Gloucefter, and Others 0 Sing 
lefs, that men of Figure thought it a # 
upon them to Meddle with them. And tha 
cou’d do no Hurt. The King was Minded of, 
then, and thought the fame. But was convine 
of his Error, when it was too late, when 
Iffi’d his Declaration of Atay 5. 1642. fet dow 
in Ld, Clarendon’s Hiltory, Vol.1.p. 408. where: 
in he Attributes the chief Caufe of thofe Tig, 
bles, to thefe very Papers, which, fays he, Warhy. 
fore the High and Royal Dignity wherein God hg 
plac’d him, totake Notice of — [For which Reafon, 
they Noric’d off his Head!] but he Adds, Ny. 
withftanding bis Majefty's earnest Defire, fo often, ix 
vain, Prefs d for a Reformation. His Defire | Why? 
It was his Office to have Reform’d it. And bis 
Departing from that Power wherewith God had 
Invefted him ; And becoming a Petitioner to hig 
Subjeéts for Fuftice, was really a Divefting of 
Himfelf, anda Betraying of the Authority of Go 
which he Bore. But there were Faults in others, 
as he goes on in the faid Declaration, That whilf 
the Preffcs fiwarm’d with, and every Day producd 
new Traéts againft the Eftablifh’d Government of the 
Church and State, moft Men wanted the Cowrage or the 
Confcience to write— [that is in Oppofition to 
them] either to preferve the Atinds of bis goodSyb. 
jects from fuch infetlions, or Reftcre and Recovg 
they were Infetted, And the Objeition 
5 Now ; They are Nafty, Scoundrel Pas 
it is Below anyMan of Character to En. 
gage’ ‘them! It was Below the King to take 
Notice,or the Clergy to An/wer, for Fear of Das 
their Fingers, Ot Defiling their Charaéters! Ay 
fo they were Both brought Below indeed! 
But I goon. It was not only the Thoughts 
of the King upon this Point, but of the whole 
Nation in Parliament Affembl'd, 13. Car. 2.6.1. 
Which Says, That the Growth and Excreafe of the 
late Troubles and Diforders, did in a very great 
Meafure Proceed from a Multitude of Seditions Ser 
mons, Pamphlets, and Speeches, daily Preached and 
Publifhed, with a Tranfcendent Boldne[s, Defaming 
the Perfon and Government of your Majefty, and 
your Royal Father, wherein Aen weretoo much Ene 
couraged: And above all, from the willful miftake of 
the Sipream and Lawful Authority, whilff men wer 
forward to Cry up and Maintain thofe Orders and 
Ordinances, Oaths and Covenants, to be Abts Legal 
and Warrantable, which inthemfelves had not the 
Leaft Colour of Law or Fuftice to Support them; 
from which Kind of Difterspers, as the prefent Age 
is not wholly freed, fo Pofterity may be Apt to Ree’ 
laps into them, if timely Remedy be not Provided, 
Now Countryman, my Labour has been, in 
the firft Place, to Give a True Notion of the 
Supream and Lawful Authority, to the Miftake ot 
which the Parliament Afcribes, Above ail, the 
Caufe of our Late Confufions. And in the next 
Place, co Encounter our Scandalous Pamphlateers, 
who had the Second Part in our Rebellions, by the 
Opinion of Two Kings and Parliament. 
And ifin this, | have been the Scavinger of the 
Church, as the Obfervator Calls me, 1 will Conde- 
fcend yet Lewer, if Imay be Servieeable, in any 
Capacity, to Vindicate the Truth of God, the Aw 
thority of His Church; and the-Rights of the Crows 
wherein Confift, the True Liberty and Property 
of the Subjett ; And, 
The Peace and Huppine/s of England. Which 
















decome their Jeff and their Averfion! Is there 





, God fend. 
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